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ONLINE CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
Online child sexual exploitation is a form of online child abuse where a minor is often coerced, 
manipulated, or deceived into engaging in sexual conduct, including producing explicit child sexual 
abuse imagery. 

INDICATORS
	▶ Withdrawn or secretive behavior
	▶ Increasingly isolated from friends/family
	▶ Excessive use of mobile phone, gaming console, 

        or other electronic device 
	▶ Skips school or starts being disruptive in class

	▶ Gifts that cannot be explained or accounted for
	▶ Signs of unexplained physical harm and appears 

moody or aggressive 
	▶ Leaves home without explanation, goes ‘missing’ for 

periods of time, or returns home late
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© A21 USA, Inc. 2023. All rights reserved. 



SL AV ERY S TILL E X IS T S.  IF  YOU SUSPECT IT,  REP ORT IT.

 A21.ORG/CANYOUSEEME

INDICATORS
	▶ Apparent minor involved in commercial sex
	▶ Under the influence of drugs or alcohol
	▶ Tattoos or brands indicating “ownership”
	▶ Overly controlling “boyfriend” or older female

	▶ Facial/body language display anxiety
	▶ Child is preoccupied with “getting money”
	▶ Child lies about age or identity
	▶ Dresses inconsistent with true age

SEX TRAFFICKING OF A MINOR
Sex trafficking of a minor happens when someone under 18 is advertised for, solicited for, or exploited 
through a commercial sex act, even if they appear to consent. A commercial sex act occurs when the 
sex act is in exchange for anything of value, such as food, shelter, drugs, etc., and is not limited to the 
exchange of money.
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SEX TRAFFICKING
Sex trafficking occurs when force, fraud, or coercion is used to get someone to perform a commercial 
sex act. In particular, young women are often forced to work in the sex industry and service clients in 
private homes and temporary accommodations such as hostels and hotels. 

INDICATORS
	▶ Movement seems to be restricted by overly controlling 

“boyfriend” or older female
	▶ Appears incoherent and in an altered state from drugs 

and/or alcohol
	▶ Does not appear to be in possession of their       

identification documents or passport

	▶ Facial/body language display anxiety
	▶ Dresses to appear older or not dressed appropriately for 

the climate
	▶ Is escorted to and from “work”
	▶ Acts as if instructed by someone else
	▶ Permits others to speak for them
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LABOR TRAFFICKING
Labor trafficking, also known as forced labor, refers to situations where force, fraud, or coercion through 
harm, threats of harm (including financial), or threats of abuse of a legal process, is used to get someone 
to work against their will. People who experience labor trafficking are often forced to work in very poor 
conditions for little-to-no pay.

INDICATORS
	▶ Appears anxious, uncomfortable, and unhappy 
	▶ Appears to be under constant surveillance of another 

person
	▶ Avoids eye contact

	▶ Lack of ability to communicate in the local language
	▶ Not in possession of their identification documents or 

passport
	▶ Underpaid or pay is withheld
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AGRICULTURAL LABOR TRAFFICKING
Agricultural labor trafficking, also known as forced agricultural labor, refers to situations where 
force, fraud, or coercion through harm, threats of harm (including financial), or threats of abuse of a 
legal process, is used to get someone to work in the agricultural sector against their will. People who 
experience agricultural labor trafficking are often forced to work in very poor conditions for little-to-no 
pay.

INDICATORS
	▶ Recruited through false promises about a job
	▶ Suffers under unusual restrictions at work
	▶ Evidence of abuse/visible scars or bruises
	▶ Work excessive hours for little-to-no pay

	▶ Works and lives in the same place
	▶ Lives in substandard accommodations
	▶ Is fearful, submissive, tense, or nervous
	▶ Unable to move freely
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DOMESTIC SERVITUDE LABOR TRAFFICKING
Domestic servitude refers to situations force, fraud, or coercion through harm, threats of harm 
(including financial), or threats of abuse of a legal process, is used to get someone to work against their 
will as cooks, cleaners, nannies, or housekeepers for little-to-no pay.

INDICATORS
	▶ Shabby clothing, especially in comparison to the family
	▶ Is subjected to abuse, threats, or violence
	▶ Appears fearful and submissive
	▶ Does not speak the local language
	▶ Works excessive hours for little-to-no pay
	▶ Has few personal possessions

	▶ Sleeps in an inappropriate space 
	▶ Not in control of identification documents
	▶ Lives with a family and rarely leaves the house
	▶ Is not free to leave or come and go
	▶ Under the surveillance of the adult family members
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