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ONLINE CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
He met “Sam” online. “She” sent him some sexy photos and asked him to do the same. He didn’t feel 
comfortable, but he sent some. When he didn’t send more, “Sam” became aggressive, sent a private 
video of him to his friends, and said it would get worse unless he did what “she” said.
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INDICATORS
	▶ Withdrawn or secretive behavior
	▶ Increasingly isolated from friends/family
	▶ Excessive use of mobile phone, gaming console, 

        or other electronic device 
	▶ Skips school or starts being disruptive in class

	▶ Gifts that cannot be explained or accounted for
	▶ Signs of unexplained physical harm and appears 

moody or aggressive 
	▶ Leaves home without explanation, goes ‘missing’ for 

periods of time, or returns home late

NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING & EXPLOITED CHILDREN
800-THE-LOST
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SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF A MINOR
She was 15 when she met a cute, older guy on social media. He bought her gifts and said he loved her. 
But one day, he said she needed to have sex with a man for money. If she refused, he would hurt her. She 
wants to leave but doesn’t know how.

INDICATORS
	▶ Apparent minor involved in commercial sex
	▶ Under the influence of drugs or alcohol
	▶ Tattoos or brands indicating “ownership”
	▶ Overly controlling “boyfriend” or older female

	▶ Facial/body language display anxiety
	▶ Child is preoccupied with “getting money”
	▶ Child lies about age or identity
	▶ Dresses inconsistent with true age

NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING & EXPLOITED CHILDREN
800-THE-LOST
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SEX TRAFFICKING
She had no money and nowhere to go. A nice older girl and her “boyfriend” helped – at first. The 
“boyfriend” said she needed to pay him back and made his “girlfriend” take her to customers. He said he 
would kill them if they didn’t make money. She doesn’t want to do this, but she’s scared.

INDICATORS
	▶ Movement seems to be restricted by an overly 

controlling “boyfriend” or older female
	▶ Appears incoherent and in an altered state from drugs 

and/or alcohol

	▶ Does not appear to be in possession of their 
identification documents or passport

	▶ Dresses to appear older or not dressed appropriately for 
the climate
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LABOR TRAFFICKING
Desperate for employment, he took a risk and paid someone to get him into the United States. But, he 
was forced to work long hours, had his wages withheld, and was not permitted to leave. He felt helpless 
in a foreign country where he didn’t speak the language.

INDICATORS
	▶ Appears anxious, uncomfortable, and unhappy 
	▶ Appears to be under constant surveillance of another 

person
	▶ Avoids eye contact

	▶ Lack of ability to communicate in the local language
	▶ Not in possession of their identification documents or 

passport
	▶ Underpaid or pay is withheld
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AGRICULTURAL LABOR TRAFFICKING
For a fee, a man promised them good jobs and an education in the United States. They crossed the 
border and traveled to a farm, where they were forced to work for long hours. The living conditions are 
horrible, and the sister is sexually exploited. Isolated on a farm in a foreign country, their options seem 
limited.

INDICATORS
	▶ Recruited through false promises
	▶ Works excessive hours for little-to-no pay 
	▶ Evidence of abuse/visible scars or bruises
	▶ Works and lives in the same place

	▶ Is fearful, submissive, tense, or nervous
	▶ Is unable to move freely
	▶ Suffers under unusual restrictions at work
	▶ Lives in substandard accommodations
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DOMESTIC SERVITUDE LABOR TRAFFICKING
She met a “nice couple” in the Philippines through a job agency. They promised her an airline ticket, 
housing, and a good salary as a housekeeper. Once in the United States, they took her passport and cell 
phone. She was abused and not paid. She wants to leave but is in a foreign country with no money.

INDICATORS
	▶ Shabby clothing compared the family
	▶ Appears fearful and submissive
	▶ Does not speak the local language
	▶ Works excessive hours for little to no pay

	▶ Is not in control of their own ID
	▶ Is not free to leave the house
	▶ Under the surveillance of the adult family members
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